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their interest delighted him. He told, with
pleasure, of an incident that broke the grimness
of his visit to Johannesburg.
" The street was wide and brilliantly lit,
and a cordon of police kept a space round the
hotel. When I appeared to go to my meeting,
the usual howl was set up by the crowd ; but
just as I reached the middle of the street a
child broke loose from the footpath and,
rushing towards me, clasped me round the
legs and looked up and laughingly greeted
me. She had been a passenger with me on
the boat and we had become very great friends,
thanks chiefly perhaps to a daily supply of
chocolate. But it was sweet of her to run out
and greet me,"
True to himself always, he would never pretend
to be anything else. And now there fell on him,
weakened by illness, shaken frequently by attacks
of exhaustion, in his last years a harder testing
of his nature than he had yet known. That there
was real danger of European war he had known
for many years, though he would not allow that
" it had to come " ; he condemned Blatchford
and Hyndman for stirring up hatred against
Germany.
" They seem to have set themselves to the
task of producing that very feeling of inevitable^
ness than which nothing could more strengthen